There has been considerable debate recently on the subject of informed consent within medical practice including research and publication. A recent Editorial in the British Medical Journal has pointed out the need to move to informed consent for all material and this is the position now taken by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors and the General Medical Council in Britain. The proposed guideline states``You must obtain consent from patients before publishing personal information about them as individuals in journals, textbooks, or other media in the public domain, whether or not you believe the patient can be identi®ed. Consent must therefore be sought to the publication of, for example, case histories about, or photographs of, patients''.
In line with other journals, our policy is now that we require written consent from patients to publish material, which comes from the doctor-patient relationship. Publication without consent may be acceptable where the patient has been dead for a long time and has no living relatives or where the patient-doctor relationship was many years ago.
This will now be incorporated in``Instructions to Authors''.
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